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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Ann Webster

Sent: Monday, November 09, 2015 3:00 PM

To: Kathleen Ramsay; Dean George; Donna Donahue; G. Baker; Laura Asermily; Susan 

Shashok; Nick Artim; Brian Carpenter

Cc: Chris English

Subject: Garden Club Alcohol Application

Attachments: Garden Club additional info 11-9-15.pdf

Attached is additional information provided today.  
 
 
On another note I am looking at the proposed Ordinance regarding Restricting Alcoholic Beverage Use and I do have a 
few questions which I would probably bring up at your meeting. So I do not want to catch anyone off guard. I see where 
this draft is a revision of the original ordinance, but if it is being updated it would be good to clarify a little more. 
 
One question I have is the reference to a map in section 208 that defines the village area which is included in the 
ordinance. Map #139 Titled Village Area of Middlebury, Vermont dated 1968 prepared by Hans Klunder Associates, Inc. 
is referenced, but we do not have any such document on record. The closest we find are maps 161 &162 located on slide 
82 titled Town of Middlebury Vermont Addison County Regional Planning Commission, dated 1968 by Hans Klunder 
Associates, Inc. (second map titled East Middlebury Vermont… ) These maps also provide a legend for the Proposed 
Municipal Plan. I am not sure I would have chosen these documents to reference to define the Town boundaries, but 
maybe they are the best we have. My main concern is that if these are the referenced documents the information is 
incorrect and should be changed to the correct titles and map numbers. 
 
My second concern is the intention of the ordinance. From the State’s perspective if the Town chooses to allow BYOB 
events that is entirely the Town’s choice and responsibility. But if the intention is to allow events that are catered or 
permitted as Special Events than the applicants still need to obtain the proper approval from the State. Events that have 
been approved recently have been Special Events.  
 
The significant difference is that a catered or Special Event approval from the State would mean that someone who is 
trained is serving the alcohol and is following all the required procedures for defining the service area and taking 
responsibility for not serving minors. The current application you have from the Garden Club will be taking place in a 
facility that is allowable (these facilities include bookstores, galleries, museums and libraries). The Garden Club still 
needs to have State approval to hold their event and they can only hold the event in one of the facilities mentioned. 
They would not be allowed to hold their event in the park because they do not have a license. 
 
The town could allow a bring your own bottle event such as a concert in the park, but then no one is serving the alcohol. 
The participants must bring their own bottles and serve themselves.  
 
My thought is that the ordinance should more clearly define what entities would need to also obtain State approval and 
that approval from the Town would be contingent on having those approvals in place. Depending on what the future 
holds we will not want anyone serving alcohol to bypass the State approval and just get a Public Assemblage Permit. And 
the Town needs to be aware that if they approve a wedding in the park with alcohol they make sure the event is being 
catered not just the bride and groom supplying wine to their friends. In the case of the wedding you could approve a 
BYOB, but that could get a bit tricky.  
 
I think the ordinance should also more clearly state that the SB is the entity that will approve the Public Assemblage 
Permit and Use of Alcohol on Town Property. It is inferred in section 502, but not stated. Above in section 501 it says 
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that the TM will receive the application and make determinations. In section 502 it says the SB can amend or revoke, but 
nowhere does it say that the SB is the entity that approves the application.  
 
I think there are a few clerical typos here and there, but that is not my primary concern. If you have any questions let me 
know. 
 


